
  
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 

It appears that all who travelled to Kangaroo Island 

enjoyed the trip and all returned safe and sound.  Last 

month‟s trip to Joadja was also an enjoyable 

experience for those sixty-four members who 

attended, a near record for a day outing. 

 

Peter is already planning next year‟s trips and I am 

sure that many of you will be looking forward eagerly 

to what‟s on offer both on day trips and longer 

excursions. 

 

In addition, Ron Dean is planning a trip for the little 

more adventurous which I am confident will appeal to 

outdoor enthusiasts. 

 

Next year could also see an additional  interest group 

in the Craft field being established and more offerings 

on the theatrical and show front, for people to enjoy. 

 

For those who enjoy participating and socialising with 

their fellow members, which , after all, is the primary 

reason for joining Probus the future looks certainly 

bright for the New Year. 

                                                                                                                         

Phil 

 

PS  A good week for Paul Hay, a big win at Bowls on 

Tuesday, a big win at cards on Friday night and, in 

addition, celebrated his 60
th
 birthday.  Congratulations 

to our founding President. 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER at October Meeting 

Leonie Knapman gave a very interesting power 

point/talk on Joadja and whetted the appetite for our 

trip on 15
th
 October. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER at November Meeting 

Mr. John Watson speaking on the Bogle/Chandler 

mystery. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write ‘Apology’ for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys  96034819 

V. PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

TOURS  Peter O‟Loughlin  46212090 

CALENDAR Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Janice McCurrie  46571536 

HOSPITALITY Margaret Smith 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Music  Jim Burke  96936196 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

_____________________________________________ 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NEWSLETTERS  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email 

fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 
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HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY:  Paul Brett, 

Margaret Chalker, Ray Cranfield, Coral Fisher, 

Dianne Morgan, Richard Sams, Clarice Stretch, Judy 

Williams. 

  

WELFARE:  Sheila McAtamney 
 
Brian Ball:  Lorraine is hoping that Brian will be 

home in about a week … she can‟t wait. 

Margaret Parratt has had her operation and her 

shoulder is recovering slowly..    

Lucy Gatt:  Lucy is walking around well now that 

she is out of the „boot‟, her ankle is still a little sore 

but is pleased with her progress..   

Peggy Sullivan has been in Liverpool Hospital after 

falling in Mount Annan shopping centre and breaking 

her leg,  She has a rod from her hip to her knee and 

has been transferred to the Campbelltown Private 

Hospital for rehabilitation.  We wish you well, Peggy. 

 

 

A PROFILE –   RAY CRANFIELD 
 

Born in Camden in 1938, I 

am the fifth generation of 

my family to live in the 

district.  I attended school in 

Cawdor and Camden until, 

aged 15, I became a farmer 

on the family dairy farm.  In 

my late teens I joined the 

Camden Theatre Group, and 

sang and acted in several 

shows.  I learnt to fly with 

Camden Aero Club. 

 

During rehearsals for “South Pacific” I became 

engaged to the lovely Patricia, star of the show, and 

we were married in 1962.  Leaving the farm in 1964 

we moved to Panania, and I became a truck driver for 

Victa, then storeman, forklift driver etc. – I even spent 

1-1/2 years building aircraft. 

 

Whilst in Panania, we had two beautiful children, a 

boy and a girl.  Deciding we needed more space and 

community, we bought a new house in South Camden 

in 1971.  Pat taught in the local school while I 

commuted to Milperra to my position as foreman of 

Victa‟s National Warehouse.  By 1974 we started 

taking overseas holidays, with the children for the 

first few years, - they received lots of extra education 

from the trips. 

 

I was fed up with commuting by 1987 and was glad to 

be made redundant.  I started working in local schools 

as a General Assistant – poor pay, but no pressure.  

Our daughter provided two beautiful grandsons, and 

we had lots of input to their development.  I retired in 

1999, after 45 years of work, and Pat retired soon 

after.  With a holiday house on the South Coast we 

enjoyed having kids and grandkids stay with us. 

 

Our son eventually married, and we now have a 

lovely daughter-in-law, and three cute little 

granddaughters. 

 

We‟re enjoying the social life of Probus, and look 

forward to many more of Peter‟s outings. 

 

 

KANGAROO ISLAND TRIP: 
 

 
 
Sydney to Adelaide – Janice McCurrie 

Sue and I left on Wednesday, 29 September at 

3.00pm on the Indian Pacific for Adelaide.  Westward 

bound, with the train rocking, Sue was soon snoozing 

but then woke suddenly mystified “wow it is dark 

already” … would you believe we were in a tunnel 

and just out of Lithgow !!! 

 

Due to a goods train derailment at Menindee we 

stopped west of Parkes for 6 hours so enjoyed a „non 

rocking‟ night‟s sleep.  The train resumed at daybreak 

and we saw the countryside in daylight (instead of 

travelling at night) all lovely and green and plenty of 

wildflowers, also kangaroos and emus.  East of 

Menindee we were stopped again as the track work 

was still not rectified, but this time passengers were 

allowed off the train and we stretched our legs 

walking the track.  One hour later we were on our 

way again and saw the Menindee lakes full of water 

and many different wild flowers.  We had a quick 

stop in Broken Hill and then on our way again 

heading south arriving in Adelaide at 9pm Thursday 

after a great trip on the train.  Friday was spent 

sightseeing around Adelaide and then Saturday, after 

shopping for morning tea items, met up with Peter 

and all the Probus members at Glenelg ready to 

continue our trip.  

 

Day 1 – Kathy Smith 

Finally the much anticipated day for our departure to 

Kangaroo Island had arrived.  Our bus was late 



arriving – it had got lost in Harrington Park – doesn‟t 

that sound familiar!   

As there were so many people at the airport getting 

out of Sydney for the long weekend, planes were 

delayed and some even cancelled.  Our plane to 

Adelaide took off an hour later than expected.  We 

bumped, rattled and rolled our way to Adelaide.  We 

stopped in picturesque Glenelg for lunch where a 

group of us found a pub right in the heart of AFL 

territory and stirred up the locals a little bit as they 

waited in anticipation of the grand final.  We found 

our train travelers and off we went towards Cape 

Jervis to catch the ferry to Kangaroo Island.  Peter‟s 

skills were tested as he backed the bus slowly onto the 

crowded island ferry while his passengers found a 

comfortable spot to observe his efforts.  Well done, 

Peter.   After a short trip we loaded back on the bus 

for a trip in the dark to our hotel.  It was a long, but 

enjoyable day. 

 

Day 2 – Fay Bowen 

The troops lined up outside the Island Resort Motel, 

and excitedly boarded the bus for a tour of interest 

with Ben, our guide, who was full of information 

about the Kingscote ferry, the Rabbit Warren bakery, 

and other points of interest.  We arrived at Clifford‟s 

honey farm where we had a talk on how the bee-hives 

work, and the short life of a drone, after which many 

of us could not resist a tub of honey ice-cream.  We 

then moved on to Emu Ridge Eucalyptus Oil farm.  

This was owned by a real character, Larry Turner, and 

run on the smell of a eucalyptus oil rag.  Our next 

stop was Wisanger School which was used from 1885 

to 1945 and displayed lots of teacher‟s reports on 

class work in beautiful hand-writing.  Next was a visit 

to Island Pure Sheep Dairy where we watched the 

sheep being milked, followed by yoghurt and cheese 

tasting.  Making our way back to Kingscote we 

watched a pelican feeding for half hour.   

 

And wait – there‟s more – after our evening meal we 

finished the day trying to spot the lovely fairy 

penguins in their little burrows on the slope up from 

the beach.  The penguin enthusiast used a red light to 

spot the furry little creatures who were trying to 

shelter from other predators.  And so we made our 

way up the hill, tired but happy. 

 

Day 3 – Ken Starkey     
While Peter guided 

our coach towards 

Seal Bay on a cool 

and sunny day, our 

guide Ben kept us 

enthralled with his 

stories of local 

identities and 

anecdotes of life on 

Kangaroo Island 

both past and present.  At Seal Bay we were taken on 

an amazing guided beach tour to observe “up close 

and personal” the sea lions jostling and playing, 

lazing in the sun with their pups and catching waves 

onto the beach. Leaving Seal Bay we made a brief 

stop at Vivonne Bay, “Australia‟s Best Beach” with 

its beautiful white sand and azure water, before 

arriving at Flinders Chase National Park.  After filling 

our bellies with Ben‟s BBQ goodies we strolled down 

the boardwalk to Admiral‟s Arch to observe the NZ 

fur seals swimming in the ocean and basking in the 

sun on the rock platforms. 

From Admiral‟s Arch we travelled to picturesque 

Weir‟s Cove where the remains of a jetty and 

lighthouse storeroom can be seen.  A short distance 

away we scrambled among and photographed the 

bizarre granite boulders of Remarkable Rocks which 

have been in the making for 500 million years.   

Finally, we made our weary way back to Kingscote 

and our final surprise afternoon treat to observe Ben‟s 

amazing lifelike “pop up” kangaroos on the outskirts 

of town. A truly remarkable day.. 

 

Day 4 – Joyce Reilly 

Today we sadly leave Kangaroo Island and the Island 

Resort Motel in Kingscote, saying goodbye to 

Heather and Ben, our hosts.  We joined the ferry at 

Penneshaw and travelled over to Cape Jervis, which 

was a whaling port of the 1830‟s and was originally 

nominated by Governor Hindmarsh for the capital of 

South Australia.  Then onto Victor Harbour where we 

all enjoyed a ride on the horse drawn carriage over to 

Granite Island, pulled along by a beautiful 

Clydesdale.  Victor Harbour is a nice seaside town 

and has a population of 12,000.  We saw the heritage 

building of the Customs House which became the 

Station Master‟s Home from 1866.  Also attached was 

the first public toilet in Victor Harbour in 1867. 

Everyone enjoyed lunch in various nice eateries and 

then we continued on to Encounter Bay, Goolwa and 

Strathalbyn where we saw the Presbyterian Church 

built by the Scottish settlers in 1879.  .  The tramway 

from Victor Harbour ends at the Terminus Hotel in 

Strathalbyn.  The town was built where the River 

Angus emerges from the hills. 

We then continued on our way and travelled on to our 

two night stay at Hahndorf in the Adelaide Hills.  

This is a gorgeous old German settlement with some 

very nice old buildings.  The two motels we stayed in 

were very nice and we all found some interesting 

pubs and restaurants to enjoy our evening meal. 

 

Day 5 – Jeanette Jackson 

Having arrived at beautiful Hahndorf the previous 

evening, the morning we had at leisure.  Many 

sampled the coffees and yummy cakes.  After that we 

thought we would help out the economy by shopping!  

Well, we soon found out that shops open at 10.00am 

and close at 4.00pm.  Early morning we more or less 



had the streets to ourselves for a leisurely stroll, but 

by lunchtime it was fairly crowded.  I must say it is a 

lovely historic town.  

 

In the afternoon we 

gave the blokes 

their time and 

visited the National 

Motor Museum at 

Birdwood.  

Surprisingly 

enough, most of the 

ladies enjoyed it as 

well.  We then got our fix at the Melba Chocolate 

factory and,  next door, at the Cheese factory.  In the 

evening we ate at the many eateries and later met up 

for some to play cards, watch the Commonwealth 

games or go to sleep. 

 

Day 6 – Linda Lord 

We departed Hahndorf at 8.45am on a fine, sunny but 

cool day, after some of us had consumed our 

„birdseed‟ breakfasts - Peter‟s term for Bircher 

muesli.  Travelling through lovely green countryside 

and past paddocks filled with Canola crops, we 

crossed over the River Murray and stopped at Peake 

for our morning tea.  Then on past many more small 

country towns where we enjoyed a sandwich lunch 

provided by some lovely local ladies at the Walpeup 

Memorial Hall in the heart of Mallee country.  During 

lunch, a very informative brief history of the area, 

depicted on several colourful wall hangings, was 

given by a couple of these ladies which was then 

followed by a tour of their dry land garden made, and 

maintained, by volunteers.  We continued on past salt 

degraded lakes, grain crops and patches of vibrant 

flowering gazanias until we reached vineyards and 

fruit trees, finally reaching our destination of Swan 

Hill after a long, but interesting, drive. 

 

Day 7 – Clarice Stretch 
Today we had to get up early for breakfast at 7am for 

an 8am departure from Swan Hill.  We needed to be 

at Yarrawonga by 12.30pm for a cruise on Lake 

Mulwala on the paddle wheeler „Paradise Queen‟.  

We enjoyed a delicious BBQ lunch whilst threading 

our way through a forest of dead trees killed by the 

rising water and viewing the million dollar homes on 

the lakeside.  After lunch we drove to the Morris 

Winery for tasting and buying.  We arrived at the 

Manor House motel in Albury and, once again, had a 

delicious dinner.  We certainly ate well on this trip!  

Several of our party finished the evening with a game 

of cards. 

 

Day 8 – Di Morgan 

We left Albury after staying at a magnificent motel 

for the night, with knights in armour, mediaeval 

furniture and paintings in abundance, just like an old 

English castle. 

We noticed changes in the scenery – the land 

becoming hilly and the trees growing thicker.  After a 

quick stop for morning tea at Tarcutta, we followed 

new road works for miles along the Hume Highway.  

It will certainly make a difference to driving that way 

when finished. 

Yass was our next stop for lunch.  This was at the 

RSL Club.  We were served a lovely baked lamb 

dinner (local lamb, of course) and cheesecake for 

dessert.  A lovely finish to a lovely trip.  Also, a big 

thank you to Peter for his organizing and driving on 

this trip. 

 

VISIT TO JOADJA – Terry Ware 
 

 
 

It‟s not every day that you visit a Ghost Town but 

that‟s what we did when we turned off the Wombeyan 

Caves Road from Mittagong and dropped in (literally) 

on a story that began in the 1870‟s.  Out there in the 

back-country bush of NSW surrounded by steep hills, 

almost inaccessible, once was a whole town of over 

1,000 people with its own oil refinery, purpose built 

railway line and heavy industry.  It is described “as a 

thriving mining town between 1870 and 1911”. 

 

What started the action was a black, shiny slippery 

rock that once was an ancient lake of vegetation. No, 

it was not coal, in fact this rock burns with a heat six 

to ten times as hot as coal and lights up with a bright 

white light. It was “Kerosene Shale” worth three 

“Quid” a ton if you got it to Darling Harbour – a 

fortune in those days.  At first it took three teams of 

bullocks to drag one ton of the shale to the top of the 

incline over a thousand feet above the valley floor.  

They dispensed with wheels on the bullock cart to 

stop runaways down the hill (an incline of 1 in 2) 

 

A wealthy Scottish visitor recognized the worth of the 

black seam that crossed one of the hills and brought 

out over 1,000 Scottish skilled immigrants to 

construct all the heavy industry.  

 

Sixty six huge iron retorts acted like slow combustion 

stoves to extract the volatile gases from the oil shale 

and pass them on to a refinery to separate the 



components – especially kerosene, lamp oil and 

paraffin for lamps and wax for candle making. Petrol 

and aviation fuel was not saved as the 1870s was a bit 

before the time of cars and planes. The petrol was 

piped to the river and burnt off to get rid of it!  . 

 

 
 

The village became established and eventually a rail 

link to Mittagong.  “Carrington Row” cottages 

provided for the miners and workers and residents; 

bricks were made on site and trees were milled in the 

valley timber mill for all the construction needs of the 

village. Thousands of fruit trees were planted and the 

produce sold via the same train to Darling Harbour. 

 

Joadja is an amazing achievement for its time.  It is a 

very unique and special part of Australia‟s history 

worth preserving.  Although under a heritage order no 

development funding reportedly has been 

forthcoming from the government and the buildings 

have largely been lost to the bush and are in a 

deplorable state. The Joadja shale products became 

replaced by a new discovery called “crude oil” from 

overseas that undercut the price of the Joadja oil and 

so the people were forced to move away to work 

elsewhere.   The town played a second role providing 

oil during WW11 when Australia was cut off from the 

rest of the world and from oil supplies through 

Singapore. 

 

 Big thanks to Peter and to our “movers and shakers” 

who put the experience together for our interest and 

enjoyment: much appreciated! 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our October meeting saw us begin our Christmas 

cards with three very different cards being made using 

an Olde Worlde Santa stamp.  A fourth card featured 

a cute roly poly Santa.  At our next meeting on 

Tuesday, 9
th
 November, we will be creating more 

Christmas cards using some different sets and perhaps 

non-traditional colours.  Lots of fun, with occasional 

frustration!!  In card making there are never mistakes, 

only opportunities for creativity. 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey 
The next card night will be on Friday, 26 November, 

7.00pm at Harrington Park Casino.  Contact Jeanette 

on 46479986. 

 

Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

At our meeting on Monday, 11 October, we reviewed 

the photos taken at Thirlmere Train Museum and our 

glass workshop.  These photos showed very clearly, 

how differently people see the sae subjects.  Photos at 

the museum showed much imagination and the low 

light was handled well.  Cyril showed his photos 

printed in B & W with lots of close-ups.  Glass photos 

showed how tricky this topic can be with reflections 

often a problem. 

The Mount Wilson trip was discussed and members 

were asked to think about topics for our program next 

year.  At our meeting on Friday, 29
th
 October (5

th
 

Friday) we had a photo editing workshop.  Our 

November meeting will be a workshop on Creative 

Photography at the activity Centre at 10am.  Bring 

along some images on a memory stick. 

Happy Snapping! 

 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland   

 

 
 

Lotus  by Sue Kijurina 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Sixteen of us visited Mt Wilson in the rain on Sunday, 

24
th
 October and had a wonderful sloshing time, 

regardless.  Windyridge would have to be one of the 

top gardens by world standards.  What a beautiful 

place for photography as well – gardens with the 

misty background.  We finished up at the Kurrajong 

pub for some TED to finish the day.  Thanks, Peter, 

for organising the bus …and cleaning it afterwards.  

This month we are going to Wollongong Botanic 

Gardens. 

For the people interested in the magical bee cream 

which was similar to that which we saw at the bee 

place on Kangaroo Island, it is Natures Goodness, 

Propolis Cream (Day Treatment).  It is made at Lot 14 

Orielton Road, Narellan (Smeaton Grange).  It is for 

topical use to sooth sunburn, help in acne conditions 

and to restore skin elasticity. 

I am not sure if it was Brenda or someone else but, 

while on the trip, we were discussing puzzles on the 

internet and this was supposed to be a good one. 

www.yourlifechoices.com.au and two thirds of the 

http://www.yourlifechoices.com.au/


way down the page it directs you to Page 4 which is a 

puzzles page.  Apparently it is very good. 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

30
th
 September:  20 of us travelled to North Sydney to 

tour the Mary MacKillop‟s House, Museum and 

Chapel.   It was a most interesting day and helped in 

our appreciation of Mary being declared Australia‟s 

first saint on 17
th
 October 2010. 

November 10: Restaurant outing at the Barenza Café, 

Argyle Street, Camden 12.30pm 

November 13: Pictures in the Paddock 6.30pm 

November 20: Art Trail Southern Highlands 

 November 25: Walking group will be continuing our 

coastal walk Bondi – Maroubra. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last meeting Sue gave us a very interesting 

report on her recent travels to Cambodia and 

Vietnam.  Thank you Sue.  We loved it. 

Next meeting Malcolm will share our experiences in 

South America – Brazil, Argentina, Peru and Chile.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Venue: Hyde Park Central 

Time: 7.30pm 

Date: Wednesday, 17.11.2010 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last 

Tuesday of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, 

cost is $10.00 per person.  Golf each Tuesday 7.30am 

start. 

 

Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  

See website for details including the music festivals.  

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no 

later than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be 

circulated each meeting for members to book on the 

coming tours – they are open to family and friends.  

Bus pick up is between the Library and the Town  

Centre Car Park. 

 

Payments due: 

Nov 5  Monthly Coach Trip, Lake Bathurst $60 

Deposit $50 for Bucketts Way Holiday, 

March 2011  

Dec  3 Christmas Lunch 

Feb  4 Monthly Coach Trip 

Deposit $100 for Toowoomba Holiday, 

September 2011  

Mar  4 Membership Renewals 

 Balance for Bucketts Way Holiday 

Deposit $300 for Tasmania Holiday, February 

2012  

 

 

CALENDAR  
Weekly Events:   Golf on Tuesday 

       Art on Thursday 

Nov 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Nov 9 Card Making with Marion 

Nov 10 Restaurant Outing: Lunch -  Barenza, 

Camden 12.30pm 

Nov 12 Photography with Ros 

Nov 13 Pictures in the Paddock 6,30pm 

Nov 17 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Nov 19 Coach Tour: Lake Bathurst 

Nov 20 Art Trail Southern Highlands 

Nov 25 Walking Group:  Continuation of coastal 

walk Bondi – Maroubra  

Nov 26 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Dec 3 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Dec 7 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 10 Photography with Ros 

Dec 17 Christmas Lunch – Menangle House 12.30pm 

Dec 31 Macarthur Tavern 7.30pm / Catholic Club to 

view fireworks at midnight. 

2011 

Jan. 7 NO MEETING 

Jan 22 Seafood Lunch at Waterfront Restaurant  

 Berowra Waters 

Feb 4 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Feb 11 Photography with Ros 

Feb 16 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Feb 25 Gardening with Sue 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years  -  10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Frid  5 Nov2010 

NEXT MEETING:                     Frid  3 Dec. 2010 

                             10am  -12.00 noon          

                                                                             

 


